PHOSPHITES.

In phosphorous acid? and eyaporating the solution slowly
till it deposites crystals of phosphite of potash. It crys-
tallizes in four-sided rectangular prisms, terminated by
dihedral summits. Its taste is sharp and saline. It is
soluble in three parts of cold water, and still more so-
luble in boiling water* It is not altered by exposure to
the air. When heated it decrepitates, ami then melts
into a transparent globule, which becomes opaque on
cooling. It does not phosphoresce so evidently as the
other phosphites, perhaps because it contains an excess
of potash, which saturates the phosphoric acid as it
forms.

It is composed of..,......39*5 acid

49*5 potash
ll'O water

100-0
Sp 2.    Phosphite of Soda.
THIS salt may be prepared exactly in the same way
as phosphite of potash. Its crystals are irregular four-
sided prisms or elongated rhomboids. Sometimes it
assumes the form of square plates, or of plumose crys-
tals. Its taste is cooling and agreeable. It is soluble
in two parts of cold water, and scarcely more soluble in
boiling water. When exposed to the air it effloresces.
Before the blow-pipe it emits a beautiful yellow flame,
and melts into a globule, which becomes opaque on.
cooling.
It is composed of.........16*3 acid
23*7 soda
60'0 water